
2016 Envirothon 
DEPOSIT Wins Broome County Envirothon 

This year's regional Envirothon competition was held at the Tioga County  

Sportsmen's Association in Owego on May 5th.  It was a beautiful windy day  

and all the teams had a good time.  Broome County had 7 teams participate –  

2 from Deposit High School, 4 from Chenango Forks High School, and 1 from  

Union-Endicott High School. Congratulations to Broome County’s winning  

team from Deposit High School—Enviroflies:  Team members (pictured at 

right)( L to R) : Joseph Armstrong, Ryan Hornbeck, Paul Alexander, Marshal 

Petterson, AJ Decker; Advisors: Mr. Joel Lee & Ms. Nicole Marshall; Second 

Place was Chenango Forks High School’s Natural Selection—Team members: 

Anthony Smith, Haley Benscoter, Kylee Warner,  Katie Deninis, Zachary 

Locke; Advisors:  Ms. Tina Giovenco & Ms. Lori Tecza.  Third place went 

to Union-Endicott’s High School’s Pusillanimous Pismires:  Team members:  Sean Nedblaski, Rebecalyn Barber, 

Peter Lukach, Annabelle Judy, Michael Herceg; Advisor: Ms. Terre Trupp. The Deposit “Enviroflies” went on to 

represent Broome County at the NYS Envirothon Competition held at William Hobart & Smith Colleges in Geneva, 

NY  on  May 25 & 26 and placed 27th out of 48 teams. Congratulations!!! 
 

The District would like to THANK the following for their generous contributions for this year's competition:  

Earth Day Southern Tier, Woidt Engineering & Consulting P.C., Molyneaux’s Plantation, Square Deal Sportsmen 

Club, Zigmont’s Excavating, Wegmans, Guide-Step Sportsmen’s Club, Jennings Environmental Mgmt.Inc., 

Nimmonsburg Rotary Club, Terry Woodnorth, Wendy Caldiero.  Also, thanks goes to the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service for coaching in soils, and all the people who volunteered and helped prepare the students for 

the competition. 
 

The Envirothon is a scholastic competition involving natural resources for high school students.  The Envirothon 

tests students' knowledge on five topics: soils, aquatics, forestry, wildlife, and current environmental issues.  The 

Envirothon is a unique approach to environmental education where teams compete outdoors and cooperation is 

needed to achieve success.  Participation in this competition is great fun for both students and their advisors with 

activities  designed to help students become action-oriented adults.  Local Envirothons are held across New York 

State each spring.  The winning team from each county then goes to the New York State Envirothon.  The winner 

from the State then represents New York State at the National Envirothon. 
 

Anyone wishing to contribute towards to 2017 Envirothon may do so by sending a check to the Broome Co. SWCD.  

Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  This program is funded completely on donations.  Feel free to contact the 

District for any questions regarding donations, volunteering, or the competition in general.  Any school in the 

Broome County area interested in participating may also contact the District office. 

 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

  FALL  FISH SALE -  Perch, Crappie & Minnows — Orders due by Oct 14, 2016. 

                       Pick up scheduled for October 21.  Order forms available in August at the office & on  

                       our website. 
 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE:  www.broomeswcd.org 
********************************************************************************************* 

SUMMER   2016 

 



     

       Conserving Water this Summer 

Always turn taps off tightly so they do not drip. 

Promptly repair any leaks in and around your taps. (One 

leak can waste several thousand litres of water per year.) 

Use an aerator and/or a water flow-reducer attachment on 

your tap to reduce your water usage. 

When hand-washing dishes, never run water continuously. 

Wash dishes in a partially filled sink and then rinse them using 

the spray attachment on your tap. 

If you have an electric dishwasher, use it only to wash full 

loads, and use the shortest cycle possible. Many dishwashers 

have a conserver/water-miser cycle. 

When brushing your teeth, turn the water off while you are 

actually brushing. Use short bursts of water for cleaning your 

brush. (This saves about 80% of the water normally used.) 

When washing or shaving, partially fill the sink and use 

that water rather than running the tap continuously. (This saves 

about 60% of the water normally used.) Use short bursts of 

water to clean razors. 

Use either low-flow shower heads or adjustable flow-

reducer devices on your shower heads. (They reduce flow by at 

least  25%.) 

You can reduce water usage by 40% to 50% by installing 

low-flush toilets. 

Wash only full loads in your washing machine. 

Use the shortest cycle possible for washing clothes, and use 

the "suds-saver" feature if your machine has one. 

Use only cleaning products that will not harm the 

environment when they are washed away after use. Look for 

"environmentally friendly" products when shopping. 

Lawns and gardens require only 5 millimetres of water per 

day during warm weather. Less is needed during spring, fall, or 

cool weather. 

Water lawns every three to five days, rather than for a short 

period every day. In warm weather, apply 5 millimetres of 

water for  each day since the last watering. 

Water during the cool part of the day, in the morning or 

evening. Do not water on windy days. 

Do not over-water in anticipation of a shortage. Soil cannot 

store extra water. 

Use shut-off timers or on-off timers, if possible. Do not 

turn on sprinklers and leave for the day. 

 

Information  from “The Water Project” website 

                   

                   Patio Plants for Birds and Butterflies 

    
  Whether you have a large yard or not, you may want to encourage 

birds and butterflies to come to your doorstep. Flower pots and hanging 

baskets can encourage a variety of species to perch on your patio for 

close up observation. While native plants may be preferable for natural 

areas--especially in regions with cold winters--patio plantings allow 

you to grow exotic tropical species that can be interesting to friends and 

wildlife. 

       Some considerations when planning your patio garden: 

  Containers. Numerous materials and styles are available. Plastic pots 

are lightweight, inexpensive, and durable. Drain holes in the bottom are 

essential because plastic pots retain moisture better than pots made 

from porous materials such as unglazed clay or wood. Ceramic pots 

tend to be more expensive and are often quite heavy compared to 

plastic. Large planters can be made from rot resistant wood. Even in 

outdoor locations, it is advisable to put saucers under the pots to catch 

drain water that can stain decks and patios. 

  Consider what you want to plant before selecting a planter. Choose a 

planter large enough to accommodate the plant. Inadequately sized pots 

will require frequent watering and will look out of proportion with large 

plants. 

  Potting soil. Planters should be filled with a potting mix that is well 

drained, yet will hold some water. Because of the limited rooting area 

provided by the pot, ordinary garden soil usually is not suitable--it tends 

to be too heavy and does not drain or retain moisture as well as organic 

potting soils. 

  Light. The amount of sun that your pots will receive should help you 

determine what to plant. If your planters will be in sunlight most of the 

day, make sure the plants you select require full sun. If you have a 

shady patio, select plants such as impatiens or snapdragons that require, 

or at least tolerate, less direct light. 

  Watering. Depending on the size of the pot and weather conditions, 

plants may need to be watered daily. Check frequently and water as 

needed. If frequent watering is necessary and your time is limited, you 

can purchase automatic watering devices for pots. 

  Choice of plants. The choice of plants is boundless. Vegetables, 

flowers, and even vines grown on supports will do well in pots. 

Nasturtiums, petunias, and impatiens are attractive to hummingbirds 

and grow well in pots. The pendulous fuchsia is a favorite for hanging 

baskets and also attracts hummingbirds. Pots planted with herbs such as 

parsley and dill can provide fresh herbs for personal use and food for 

swallowtail caterpillars. Monarch butterflies and other species are 

attracted to lantana, cosmos, and zinnias. Other butterfly plants suitable 

for pots include verbena, marigolds, hibiscus, and asters. Vines suitable 

for larger pots and attractive to butterflies include bougainvillea and 

morning glory. 

  Be creative and have fun. Even if the plants you choose are not the 

favorites of any birds or butterflies, enjoy them yourself! 

———————————————————————————— 
For more information on wildlife habitat and other Backyard Conservation practices, contact your 

local conservation district or the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

Or call 1-888-LANDCARE (toll free) for a free colorful Backyard Conservation booklet and tip 

sheets. (or search “NRCS Backyard Conservation”) on the internet. 

                   MULCH AROUND PLANTS & SHRUBS 
Mulching cools, protects, and enriches the soil.  Placing a layer of  organic 

material around plants provides important nutrients for the plants and an ideal 

environment for earthworms and other organisms that help enrich the soil. 
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The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 **Binghamton Regional Farmers Market— June 25 
9am-1pm—OPENS behind Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
840 Upper Front St., Binghamton, NY 
**Grand Opening Celebration—Binghamton 
Regional Farmers Market—July 16 9-1; behind 
Cornel Cooperative Extension, 840 Upper Front St., 
Binghamton, NY 
 
**Agricultural Service Provider Networking—Ice 
Cream Social—Free– For Veterans—July 26 6:30-8 
p.m. Interested in farming & don’t know where to start? 
Hosted at Broome County Fair—Youth Building—for 
more info & register contact L. Biasillo at CCE 607-584-
5007 
 
**Learn to Raise Poultry—Aug. 6 9am-3pm.—open to 
general public—w/priority to veterans— $ Broome County 
CCE, 840 Upper Front St., Binghamton, contact L. 
Biasillo for info & register 607-584-5007 
 
**Empire Farm Days—August 9-11, Seneca Falls, NY 
for more info visit www.empirefarmdays.com 
 

**Beginning Maple Syrup Production -  ($) Sept. 20, 
5:30-7:30pm, at  Cornell Cooperative Extension, 840 
Upper Front St., Binghamton, NY— Contact Broome CCE 
(607) 584-9966 for more information and  to register. 
 
**2016 Fresh Food Face Off—($) Sept. 27 5:30pm—
CCE, 840 Upper Front St., Binghamton, NY—Local chefs 
create dishes using local, in season ingredients. Contract 
Broome CCE for info. 607-584-9966. 
 
**Broome County Farm Trail—Oct. 1-2, contact CCE 
at 607-584-9955 for more info. 
 

**Perch, Crappie & Minnows -  Orders due by Oct. 14; 
pick up will be Friday, October 21. 
 

**Making Quality Maple Confections—Oct. 22 9am-
3pm ($) training & demonstration, at CCE, 840 Upper 
Front St. , Binghamton—contact CCE for more info and to 
register (607) 584-9966 
 

FAIRS:  (you can search the internet for fair information): 

Broome Co. Fair—July 26-31; Whitney Point Fair Grounds  

Tioga Co. Fair—July 5-9, Owego, NY 

Afton Farm Days— July 6-9, Afton, NY 

Chenango Co. Fair—August 9-14, Norwich, NY 

Delaware Co. Fair—August 15-20, Walton, NY   

New York State Fair—August 25—Sept. 5, Syracuse, NY 

                    AVAILABLE FROM THE DISTRICT: (607) 724-9268 x5 

BARLEY STRAW: The District has barley straw bales for sale to help pond owners control 

algae growth in their ponds. The cost is $10/a bale. (just the bale, not packages like past)  

Contact the District. 

POST POUNDER:  The District continues rental of a post pounder.  $75/day, $50 set up, and 

$0.75/loaded mile delivery.  Contact Justin at the SWCD for more information. 

NO-TILL SEEDER:  The District continues rental of our Truax No-Till seeder for agricultural 
as well as wildlife plantings.  Rental rates for the seeder are $20 per acre, $0.75/loaded mile 

and a $50 set-up fee within the county.  Contact Justin at the SWCD for more information.  

Requirement for using the no-till seeder is a tractor of minimum 50 horsepower with dual 
remotes.  

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - The District continues to offer technical assistance for pond 
evaluations, sediment & erosion control, and drainage - contact Chip at the SWCD for more 

information. ($50 per visit) 

Rotational Grazing in the Summer Months  
- by Benjamin Peak, 

                                
                               It’s the summer months and you need to know  

                                 what to do about your rotational grazing.  How 

                                 well am I managing it?   Do I do anything to  

                                 the pasture when I move my livestock to the  

next field?  Why am I still doing this?  What is the benefit to me? 

       The benefit for rotational grazing is less effort on you and nicer 

pastures for your livestock to feed in.  You’ll have cleaner fields 

and more down time.  To tell if you’re doing a good job, do your 

fields have bare spots?  If yes, you’re going to want to shorten your 

grazing duration in each paddock.  Is the grass really short? Yes, 

you want to keep the grass at a minimum of three inches.  Once you 

move the livestock to a new pasture you want to mow your pasture 

immediately this allows grass to grow at the same rate, preventing 

unwanted forbes. 

SWCD Welcomes Benjamin Peak 

Natural Resource Assistant 

 
Benjamin is a recent graduate of SUNY Environmental Science of Forestry 

with a Bachelors in Natural Resources Management, he also went to the 

Ranger School through SUNY ESF and received an Associates in Forest 

Technology.  He is a Binghamton native who had done an internship with 

Broome County Soil and Water as well as Broome County NRCS.   He is 

excited to combine his agricultural, classroom, and internship experience 

while working with both organizations.  He hopes to continue to gain 

valuable experience in the field of conservation.       

Ben looks forward to all the learning opportunities with Broome County 

SWCD and looks forward to working with the farming community.   

  WATCH FOR OUR NEXT 

  NEWSLETTER WITH  

  THE TREE ORDER  

  FORM 

     



 

Broome Co. SWCD 

1163 Upper Front St. 

Binghamton, NY  13905 

(607) 724-9268 ext. 5; obroomecountys@stny.rr.com 

www.broomesoil.org 

Earth Day 

Southern  

Tier  
 

PO Box 478 
Binghamton, NY 

Special THANKS to the following 

individuals who donated towards the 

2016 Envirothon:  Wendy Calderio, 

Terry Woodnorth, 

Blueberries 

OR CURRENT POSTAL PATRON 

WEGMANS 
 

helping you make great meals easy 
650 Harry L Dr.; Johnson City, NY  

13790 
729-7782 

Blueberries 

Guide-Step 

Sportsmen’s Club 

JENNINGS ENVIRONMENTAL 

            MANAGEMENT 
63 Carroll Street, Binghamton, NY  13901 

    Phone: (607) 722-7574      Fax: (607) 723-6989 

Square Deal 

Sportsmen Club 


