
Enclosed in this newsletter is this year’s tree/shrub order form and information.  The order form includes over 40 species of 

conservation trees, shrubs, groundcovers, and wildflowers, as well as, different variety pacs.  New species for this year’s 

sale include:  Dawn Redwood, Redosier Dogwood, Eastern Redbud, Conifer Pac, Butternut, Chinkapin Oak, Tulip tree, 

Myrtle and Berry Pac.  Quantity conifer seedlings are available in groups of 25, 100, 250, 500, & 1000.  Refer to the spe-

cies descriptions included with the order information for further details on the different plants.  These bare-root seedlings 

are excellent for starting wildlife habitat, improving woodlots, and establishing protective cover on critical areas.    
 

The order deadline is April 3nd  with the pick up (at the District’s shop facility) scheduled for Friday, April 18th.  Quantities 

are limited and we tend to sell out of several species early.  Therefore, please place your orders promptly as we may not be 

able to accommodate later orders.  However, orders after the deadline will be accepted based on species availability.  Some 

of our more popular species and/or those that tend to sell out quickly are:  blackberry, raspberry, blueberry, cranberry, 

black cherry, black walnut, sugar maple, butterfly bush, fountain grass, day lilies, and fern pacs.  All extra trees are sold at 

the pickup.  Feel free to contact the District if you have any questions regarding Operation Arbor Green, the different spe-

cies offered, and/or species selection. (607-724-9268) or check our website: www.broomeswcd.org 

  This year the Broome County SWCD will be offering new tree species at our spring sale. Although the District already offers a wide array 

of species each year, we feel it is important to add something new from time to time. This year’s new additions include the Chinkapin Oak 

the we are trying Dawn Redwood.  

 

  The Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia) is the smallest member of the Sequoia trees, and is primarily an ornamental tree in the United States. 

This tree was once believed to be extinct, with fossils being dated back 65 million years. In 1944, the current Dawn Redwood species was 

rediscovered in a remote valley of the Szechwan province in China. The Arnold Arboretum from Harvard University, sent an expedition to 

China in 1948. Seeds were collected, and seedling trees were soon distributed worldwide.  

Dawn Redwood is known as a deciduous conifer, meaning that their foliage is shed in the winter. They are a bright fresh green color in the 

summer, then change to a red-brown in the fall. These are a fast-growing tree, reaching heights of 100’ with 25’ diameters. For this reason 

they are better suited for larger, open landscapes. They prefer full sun, and are easily transplanted. They do best in moist, deep, well drained 

soils, however they can tolerate both wet and dry soils.   Provides winter cover for birds, small mammals and deer.  If you are interested in 

growing a large tree species that was around when the dinosaurs roamed then consider the Dawn Redwood.   

 

  The Chinkapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii) is an oak in the white oak group native to eastern & central North America.  Key character-

istics are: leaf base typically more rounded, veins & sinuses are regular, acorns on short stalks & turn chestnut brown in fall; and leaves 

have sharp teeth but no bristles.  The fruit, an acorn or nut, is borne singly or in pairs, matures in 1 yr, & ripens in September or October.  

Half of the acorn is enclosed in a thin cup & is chestnut brown to nearly black. Chinkapin Oak is generally found on well-drained upland 

soils derived from limestone or where limestone outcrops occur.  It is generally found on soils that are weekly acid (pH about 6.5) to alka-

line (above pH 7.0)  It grows on both northerly and southerly aspects but is more commong on the warner southerly aspects and is tolerate 

of shade.  Like that of other white oak species, the wood is a durable hardwood prized for many types of construction.  Especially know for 

its sweet & palatable acorns, among the sweetest of any oak, excellent taste when eaten raw providing excellent source of food for both 

wildlife and people.  Acorn is usually eaten by deer, turkey, squirrels and birds. 

    

  For more information on these trees and others check the District website -  visit www.broomeswcd.org. 
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                    HAPPY NEW YEAR!           
 

      This year the Broome County SWCD had a considerably busy season with our equipment.  

 

The District was able to upgrade our hi-tensile post driver to a new “Extreme Driver” model.  The 

Wheatheart driver that we have used for the past couple years has found a new home with the Otsego 

County SWCD, where it will continue serving the agricultural community.  Much like the Wheatheart, the 

Extreme Driver is a self-contained unit with its’ own engine and hydraulic pump, allowing it to be towed 

behind a tractor or a truck.  This construction season the driver was rented out to several different farms, 

and is estimated to have installed about 15,000‘ of fence.  We feel rental of this post driver to local pro-

ducers is important for the promotion of rotational grazing, wildlife enhancement, stream buffers, and farm 

sustainability. 

The Broome County SWCD also has a Truax No-till seeder which is available for rent. Most of our seed-

ings are done in the spring and late summer. It seems like feast or famine when the no-till is being used, 

as it may sit idle for a month, and then several producers will want it at the same time. Regardless, the 

district does a great job of meeting the needs of the local producers, and everyone on this year’s list got 

their turn. The no-till seeder was purchased with funding allocated from “Pheasants Forever”, and alt-

hough intended to be used for wildlife plantings, the unit does a majority of its work on our local farms. 

In 2013 the seeder was used on 8 farms, and seeded 150 acres. Only 12 acres was specifically intended 

as wildlife seedings, however all of the plantings will benefit local wildlife to some extent. 

This year’s Hydroseeding program was busy as ever. Many of the local municipalities were overwhelmed 

with road ditch and stream bank repairs. The District has an 800 gallon Finn hydroseeder which is used to 

spray seed, mulch, and fertilizer on bare earth. Hydroseeding in Broome County is an important part of 

stream bank stabilization and prevents silt and sediment from polluting our local streams. The District 

works hand in hand with local municipalities, assisting them with any and all of their hydroseeding needs. 

This year the District sprayed 18 acres for different municipalities. The work that was completed is paid 

for, and made possible via a DEC Grant that was funded in the fall of 2011. This grant is expected to fund 

our hydroseeding operations for the next two years.  

 

We are confident and hopeful that next year’s construction/growing season will keep us as busy as this year!   

 

Anyone interested in renting the post pounder, or No-Till equipment is encouraged to contact Justin Puglisi, at Broome SWCD, 

(607-724-9268) 

 

 

SPRING FISH SALE:  Keep an eye on the Broome Soil & Water website for the spring fish sale.  

Trout, bass, catfish, minnows, bluegills, and grass carp will be offered again. 

                 
                 www.broomeswcd.org 

 

                                     By: Justin Puglisi  

BINGHAMTON 

GARDEN CLUB 

 



2014 NY Farm Show, - February 20-22, NYS Fair-

grounds, Syracuse, NY, 8:30 am—4:00 pm 

 

Grazing Management— March 1, 9am—1pm @ Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Broome Co.—brush up on your 

grazing mgmt. techniques & obtain the optimum perfor-

mance from your animals.  For more info/register contact 

Carol at CCE @ 607-584-9966 or clf62@cornell.edu 

 

NOFA-NY Organic Dairy & Field Crop Conference - 

March 7, Holiday Inn, Auburn, NY For more info 

www.nofany.org/dairyconference 

 

Farm Days @ the Mall— March 7 & 8 Oakdale Mall   

 

Poultry 101, Poultry in your Backyard— March 24 6-

7pm @ Cornell Cooperative Extension Broome County—

learn fundamentals of growing poultry in you backyard. 

For more info/register contact Carol at CCE 607-584-9966 

or clf62@cornell.edu 

 

District Tree Order Deadline - April 3 (orders will 

be accepted after this date if species is available) 

 

District Tree Order Pick-Up - April 18; 8:30 am- 

4 pm @ the SWCD Shop Facility; Binghamton, NY   

 

Southern Tier Regional Envirothon -  April 24 

 

Broome County Farm Trail—May 3 & 4—CCE Broome 

County presents “Open Farm Weekend”. For more info go 

to www.ccebroomecounty.com—watch for details. 

 

Grasstravaganza 2014: Pasture Soil Health Creates 

Wealth—July 18-19 at Morrisville State College, more info 

will be coming on registration and tour descriptions  

(www.glci.org) 

Charles McElwee:  Exec. Director 

Holly Lurenz:  Secretary/Asst. Treas. 

Justin Puglisi: Grazing Specialist 

Elena Steele:  NRCS District Con. 

Alana Covington:  NRCS Soil Con. 

Mike Donahue (Chair):  Rural At-Large 

Barb Hemedinger:  Urban At-Large 

David Bradstreet:  Grange Rep 

Daniel J. Reynolds:   Co. Legislative Rep 

Kelly Wildoner:    Co. Legislative Rep 

Alex Urda: (Vice-Chair) Agricultural Rep 

Lester Price: (Treas.) Farm Bureau Rep 

The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 AG ASSESSMENTS - The paperwork needs to be to your 

assessor by March 1st, therefore you should contact the District 

and complete the necessary forms before that date.  To learn 

more about the NYS Ag Assessment program & criteria go to 

www.orps.state.ny.us (look under tax policy & exemptions), 

contact your town tax assessor or contact the District office. 
(Eligibility: Land must consist of 7 acres or more & annual gross sales from 

agricultural products must average $10,000  or more for preceding 2 years)($20 

for new parcel, $10 for revised parcel) 

 

Broome Co. Cornell Cooperative Extension contact info:   

607-772-8953; http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/broome 

  County to Work More Closely 

with Soil and Water Conservation 

District 
 

by Broome County Executive Debbie Preston 

 

The work of our Soil and Water Conservation District is incredibly 

important to the residents of Broome County. Our area has seen the 

devastating effects of major flooding over the past 10 years.  It’s 

destroyed homes and businesses and unfortunately drove people 

from our community. I have not been immune to the destruction, 

having to rebuild my own home twice.  

  

I’ve seen how this flooding has impacted our community, sitting in 

on hundreds of closings for homeowners who faced buyouts in 

Conklin. Not only did this affect their lives, but it also affected the 

Town and the County in terms of tax base.  I also know the great 

work done by Chip and his staff in the Soil and Water District.  As 

Supervisor of Conklin during those floods, I worked closely with 

this group and found them to be a valuable resource not only for 

the residents of Conklin, but also Broome County.  

 

We’re committed mitigating flooding as much as possible with the 

help of the Soil and Water Conservation District.  That’s why I 

worked very hard with the Broome County Legislature this year to 

make sure the Soil and Water Conservation District was fully fund-

ed for 2014.  After initially facing possible funding cuts, we deliv-

ered approximately $71,000, funded through our County Planning 

Department, to make sure we can do our job to the best of our abil-

ity. We are committed, and will continue to be committed to fund-

ing this agency that plays a crucial role in the future of our commu-

nity. 

 

I look forward to working closely with Chip and the Soil and Wa-

ter team to make sure we are doing everything we can to help the 

residents of Broome County mitigate  major disasters. We may be 

at the mercy of Mother Nature, but the work Soil and Water does is 

invaluable and goes a long way to helping us persevere through it. 

BARLEY STRAW - The District will again be selling barley straw 

bales to help pond owners control algae growth in their ponds.  As a 

general rule, place one bale of straw per 1/3 ac. of pond in the spring 

(before the algae gets a chance to start growing).  The District will 

have bales available by early-mid April.  The cost is $10/bale.  Con-

tact the SWCD with any  questions. 
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