
Enclosed in this newsletter is this year’s tree/shrub order form and information.  The order form includes over 40 species of 

conservation trees, shrubs, groundcovers, and wildflowers, as well as, different variety pacs.  New species for this year’s 

sale include:  Dawn Redwood, Conifer Pac, Scarlett Oak, Tulip tree, and Berry Pac.  Also, included are some pollinator 

species: Redbud, Amer. Smoketree, Shagbark Hickory and Sand Cherry. Quantity conifer seedlings are available in groups 

of 25, 100, 250, 500, & 1000.  Refer to the species descriptions included with the order information for further details on 

the different plants.  These bare-root seedlings are excellent for starting wildlife habitat, improving woodlots, and 

establishing protective cover on critical areas.    
 

The order deadline is April 1st  with the pick up (at the District’s shop facility) scheduled for Friday, April 15th.  Quantities 

are limited and we tend to sell out of several species early.  Therefore, please place your orders promptly as we may not be 

able to accommodate later orders.  However, orders after the deadline will be accepted based on species availability.  Some 

of our more popular species and/or those that tend to sell out quickly are:  blackberry, raspberry, blueberry, cranberry, 

black cherry, black walnut, sugar maple, butterfly bush, fountain grass, day lilies, and fern pacs.  All extra trees are sold at 

the pickup.  Feel free to contact the District if you have any questions regarding Operation Arbor Green, the different 

species offered, and/or species selection. (607-724-9268 x5) or check our website: www.broomeswcd.org 

    This year, for the first time the Broome County Soil and Water Conservation District is pleased to announce the availability of The 

Pollinator Pac. This will be in addition to several other “tree pacs”, which include: Edible Fruit, Evergreen, Wildlife, Perennial Flower, 

Fern, and the Nut Tree Pac. The Pollinator Pac will contain 3 bare root seedling from 5 varieties of flowering tree species for a total of 15 

trees in each pac. The 5 species will be: Basswood, Catalpa, Black Locust, Tulip Tree, and Redosier Dogwood. (NOTE: Basswood and 

Black Locust will only be offered in the Pollinator Pac.) 

Basswood:  A Large deciduous tree ranging in height from 60’ – 120’. This tree has flowers with both male and female parts that are insect 

pollinated. It has been known be a great source of nectar for the honeybee in June and July, thus making it a great addition to the pollinator 

pac. 

Catalpa: A vigorous growing deciduous tree reaching heights of 60’, with a 40’ spread. This species is drought tolerant, and will withstand 

a variety of different soil types. Catalpa blooms early-summer, with large trumpet shaped clusters of flowers. These flowers attract 

hummingbirds, a wide variety of bees, as well as the Catalpa Sphinx Moth. 

Black Locust: Another fast growing, medium sized, deciduous tree reaching heights of 80’. The Black Locust prefers sandy, or rocky soils, 

are often found in old fields, and open areas. This species blooms late spring, and flowers are small, white, and hang down in clusters. 

These flowers attract bees, and hummingbirds. The resulting seeds from this pollination are consumed by; deer, turkey, doves, squirrels, 

and rabbits. Black Locust is the host plant for Silver-spotted Skippers and Clouded Sulphur butterflies.  

Tulip Tree: Also called “Tulip Poplar” or “Yellow Poplar”, although it is more closely related to the Magnolias than the Poplars. A very 

tall species of tree, often exceeding 120’. It produces flowers that are tulip shaped, and are pollinated by a variety of native insects, as well 

as honeybees. 

Redosier Dogwood: A medium to tall deciduous shrub, that prefer moist wetland type soils. A useful species for erosion control along 

streambanks. In the northeast, this species has been known to flower twice per season, once in June, and again in September. These flowers 

attract a variety of pollinators, including bumble bees, butterflies, and honeybees. Berries from this shrub are consumed by more than 18 

species of birds. 

           For more information on these trees and others check the District website -  visit www.broomeswcd.org. 
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The District’s hydroseeder is used to apply seed, fertilizer, and fiber mulch to local sites in need of stabilization. Such sites include: 

landfills, construction sites, stream banks, road banks, and ditches. The application of hydroseeding materials stabilizes these areas; 

preventing erosion, and ultimately reducing sediment and nutrient loading of our watersheds.  

Looking ahead the Broome SWCD has received funding from the newly written Round XI grant. Hydroseeding will commence in the 

spring of 2016 using these funds. The District expects monies from this round of funding to be used for implementation over the next 

3 to 4 years depending on the amount of work requested each construction season. Any school district or municipality in need of a 

critical area seeding should contact Justin Puglisi at the Broome County SWCD at (607) 724-9268 x5. 

                         By: Justin Puglisi  

 

The Broome County SWCD has now finished the implementation phase of their Round X - DEC 

Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Project – Continued Critical Area Seeding Grant. With the 

award of this grant the district was able to do critical area seedings for local municipalities and school 

districts on a cost share basis with the State. Funding from this grant cycle was received in 2012 and 

was used through the 2015 season. During this time frame the District was able to hydroseed over 75 

acres of critical area for more than 25 different municipalities in the County. In total $127,000.00 in 

State money was spent with contributions from the district, and the municipalities exceeding 

Special thanks to: Robert Aagre,  

Terry Woodnorth, Ira Rosenberg, and 

Wendy Caldiero for Envirothon 

Donations. 

SPRING FISH SALE:  Keep an eye on the Broome Soil & Water website for 

the spring fish sale.  Trout, bass, catfish, minnows, bluegills, and grass carp will be 
offered again.                      www.broomeswcd.org 

 

  SOUTHERN TIER AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY ENHANCEMENT  
PROGRAM FUNDS AVAILABLE TO BROOME COUNTY FARMS 

 

By: Chip McElwee, Executive Director SWCD 
 

     New York State has announced the release of program criteria for the $25 million Southern Tier Agricultural Industry 

Enhancement Program. The program will provide crucial funding for projects designed to help farms and agri-businesses 

expand and grow their operations, as well as increase environmental enhancements in Allegany, Broome, Cattaraugus, 
Chautauqua, Chemung, Chenango, Delaware, Schuyler, Steuben, Tompkins and Tioga counties.  

     Eligible projects will increase agricultural production on farms and improve profitability, as well as support farmers in 
better managing and enhancing environmental resources. Projects that are awarded State funding may receive up to 

$100,000 to help with expenses associated with construction, renovation, irrigation, drainage, environmental enhancements, 

fencing, trellis systems and greenhouses. Eligible applicants that demonstrate an exemplary commitment to protecting or 
enhancing natural resources, may also be entitled to an additional $10,000 toward their project. 

     The Department of Agriculture and Markets will work in coordination with the Broome County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) to administer the program in Broome County. The SWCD will pre-qualify projects and oversee 

the implementation of awards. Awards will be made on a semi-annual basis for a period of two years or until funding is 
depleted. Applications will be available and filed locally through the SWCD. 
     Applicants must meet the Department’s definition of a farm operation and meet additional criteria as outlined in the 

program criteria, including participation in the New York State Agricultural Environmental Management program within the 

past three years, or a commitment to participate in the program prior to being awarded. 

     Applications will be available January 19 with eligibility criteria online now at; http://www. 

agriculture.ny.gov/STAIEP_Program_Fact_Sheet.pdf  or contact the Broome SWCD for more information at (607) 

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/STAIEP_Program_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/STAIEP_Program_Fact_Sheet.pdf


NOFA-NY 34th Annual Organic Farming & Gardening Conference - Jan. 

22-24, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.  Theme will be “Good Hard Work: 

Ecosystems, Economics, Energy & Equity”  More info at www.nofany.org 

 

Introduction to Bee-Keeping—Jan. 23 two sessions 9-11 am and 1-

3:30pm—CCE Broome County, Pre-registration required $ - email 

registration (Pay at door) bob@beezerkbelts.com or contact L. Biasillo at 

607-584-5007 for more info. 

 

Farm Generational Transition “Managing for Today & Tomorrow” 

course for farm women—Begins Jan. 26—March 22 (every other 

Tuesday Morning) $ - learn about business, estate, retirement & 

succession planning— contact Laura Biasillo for more information and to 

register at 607-584-5007 

 

Annie’s Project: Risk Mgmt for Farm Women—Feb. 3(6 Wednesdays)  

10-2, $, CCE Broome County, planning & risk mgmt., contact Laura 

Biasillo to register and for more info at 607-584-5007 

 

“From Recipe to Market” - Feb. 18 9am-4pm, $, at CCE Broome County, 

for new food entrepreneurs—business basics—contact 607-584-9966 

form more information and to register. 

 

2016 NY Farm Show, - February 25-27, NYS Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY,  

 

Ag Assessment Paperwork Due to Town Assessor by March 1st   

 

District Tree Order Deadline - April 1 (orders will be accepted after this 

date if species is available) 

 

District Tree Order Pick-Up - April 15; 8:30 am-4 pm @ the SWCD Shop 

Facility; Binghamton, NY   

 

Southern Tier Regional Envirothon -  May 5 

 

2016 Empire Farm Days – Seneca Falls, NY - August 9-11, more info 

www.empirefarmdays.com  
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vacant: Nat. Resource Asst. 

Elena Steele:  NRCS District Con. 

Alana Covington:  NRCS Soil Con. 

Mike Donahue (Chair):  Rural At-Large 

Barb Hemedinger:  Urban At-Large 

David Bradstreet:  Grange Rep 

Ron Heebner:   Co. Legislative Rep 

Kelly Wildoner:    Co. Legislative Rep 

Alex Urda: (Vice-Chair) Agricultural Rep 

Lester Price: (Treas.) Farm Bureau Rep 

The Broome Co. SWCD & USDA Agencies prohibit any discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

 

Broome Co. Cornell Cooperative Extension contact info:   

607-772-8953; http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/broome 

BARLEY STRAW - The District will again be selling barley straw 

bales to help pond owners control algae growth in their ponds.  As a 

general rule, place one bale of straw per 1/3 ac. of pond in the spring 

(before the algae gets a chance to start growing).  The District will 

have bales available by early-mid April.  The cost is $10/bale.  

Contact the SWCD with any  questions. 607-724-9268 x5 

AG ASSESSMENTS - The paperwork needs to be to your 

assessor by March 1st, therefore you should contact the District and 

complete the necessary forms before that date.  To learn more about 

the NYS Ag Assessment program & criteria go to 

www.orps.state.ny.us (look under tax policy & exemptions), contact 

your town tax assessor or contact the District office. (Eligibility: Land 

must consist of 7 acres or more & annual gross sales from agricultural products must 

average $10,000  or more for preceding 2 years)($20 for new parcel, $10 for revised 
parcel) (607-724-9268 x5) 

Natural Resources Conservation  

Service (NRCS): Conservation Plans      
by: Elena Steele, NRCS 

 

     When applying for NRCS conservation programs, the 

recommended first step is getting a conservation plan for your 

land. A NRCS representative will schedule an appointment to 

complete an on-site assessment of your farm and develop a 

conservation plan, or assist you with applying for funding to have 

a conservation plan written on your farm. If you already have a 

conservation plan on file, the NRCS representative will go over 

the plan and update it, if necessary or direct you to an agency that 

can assist you with updating your plan. 

     At the farm visit, the NRCS representative will get an 

overview of your operations, producer goals and any resource 

concerns that exist.  The NRCS representative will develop maps, 

look at soil types and assist the producer in determining what 

programs may be available to correct the eligible resource 

concerns seen on the property.  A conservation plan should be in 

place prior to applying for funding.  NRCS will help eligible 

producers develop a plan of operations, which can then become 

the basis of a contract. 

Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland, pastureland, non-

industrial private forestland and other farm or ranch lands.     

  Additional eligibility criteria include: 

  

• Control or own eligible land  

• Comply with adjusted gross income limitation (AGI) provisions  

• Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 

conservation requirements  

• Develop an NRCS EQIP plan of operations  

     For additional information on starting the conservation 

planning process, contact your local NRCS office. 

                     FSA NEWS  by: Broome Co. FSA 
 

   Broome/Cortland/Tompkins County FSA Committees have 

hired Erin Madden as the new CED.  Erin is originally from 

Schoharie County where she grew up on her family’s dairy/beef 

farm.  She received her Bachelor’s Degree in Ag Business from 

SUNY Cobleskill and Master’s Degree in Ag Sciences from 

Colorado State.  Prior to coming to FSA, Eris was an Ag Safety 

Educator for 4 years with New York Center for Agricultural 

Safety & Health (NYCAMH).  Erin and her 3 year old daughter 

look forward to settling down in the Cortland area.   

     Erin welcomes the opportunity to meet and talk with all of the 

farmers in Broome/Cortland/Tompkins Counties.  

NRCS & FSA INFO. 
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